De . 1 5 2 * to the hy 


Wueſtion, What of the N ight?, . 


Preached to the 


SOC IETY 


Which Support the 
Wedneſi day's Evening Lecture 


I N 


GREAT EASTCHEAP, 


December 27. 1750. 
And Publiſhed at their Requeſt. 


— ü _ * n 


B 10 GIL L, D.D. * 


— 


— 


Tux 8 ones Fn 


— 


— 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by G. KIT RH in Mercer's Chapel, 
Cheap ſide; and J. RominsoN at Dock-head, South- 
wark, M.DCC.LI. [Price Six-pence.] 2) 

<4 


A, e. © 2/201 1 
a * 


5. 
c 
— 
1 
6 1 
1 
N — — 


k 
& 1 
WW 2 
*** 
4 A... 
as 
5 © xr 
— F FR 
* a - * 
* 
5 * 
7 4. 
- 
* 
% 
cur_— — 
— 
- 
2 
— — 
- 
* „ © * = 
* 
* 1 


1 . —— * 
% \ * hay 8 * * wy, [7 
, Pq * — N * 
* 0 + * 
= = , £%\ 7 ' 
F - C & © S$. 2 — wv d - o 
N 4 
: - - , my . L . , 

= PY al +. & # * 

4 
- 

- 


” * 


— — — . —_—— ꝰ ꝰꝗ „ ˙ 
- „— ö 4 7 
% 4 hk * 
| : * 
0 — 
- * * : — 
CY, © \.* \ . 
4 4 * * WY * 
: 
1 of 
"yp 84 — 
; - 
2. 1 „ ' _ 
* 
%% | , | 
* 
K * 7 N — 
IP | 7 
4 4 1 
N — 
W.. * wh . 
* s — 
* AM +. a * * 
3 12 - _ 
me © 
a-- 1 _ a ; 4 4 | \ 
* o : . 7 Fo { 
þ k v1 a”. 
9 
a « l N 2 
; * 
. 2 | _— . 
_— S . * 9 9 * — 
* 
* 
* N L | 
* 9 f 
» 4 1 ; 
—_ w# 2 4 : 4 
- 
a 
. * * * Ld * * Ca ” * p 4 
4 1 * 4 ö . 8 
o + #& . : ' ; 
— : 4 : * % * % . 4 . a a þ 
N — — 
@—- on .. # a % * 4 N 
. 
| a "x * 
. \ 
Fa LC — S = - , 2 \ \ 
S © * * BYE. ; - 
* * | 
* 
* 
* 0 * 8 
. - * * - -_ t 4 _ as F 
WW Y _- . —— 3 & 
BP —̃ — — „ a 4 
1 os » 0 * 8 - N _ — — n 
£ 
g-* = -_ * — 9 _ 7 8 T 
F \ N & 1 1 4 ' 
. 45 \ a N | 
* 4 — * 2 - F I 
* — 
- . : | . ; 
- 
# RO? ö 
— 7 % — 1 ” 6 pr , 
" p a 0 | 
oY 24-3 +& $3 
- 
- * —— —̃ 6 © -o ts — . 4 
- ; P "—— > 3 o 
Z fe i AO. 8 „ * N 1 1 9 
2 o ry % # , \ 
* * 
wu % ® — — 
o 8 . , : : 5 , 
* - 3 oy L 4 a 1 " : | t : 4 
- » % ris [4 a Þ 7 1. 
. 
« « 
- * 4 1 . 4 0 
- 
* 


H. Xx. 11, 12. 


The burden of Dumah. He calleth to 
me out of Seir, watchman, what of 
the night ? watchman, what of the 
night ? The watchman ſaid, the 
morning cometh, and alſo the night : 
if ye will enquire, enquire 3e; re- 
turn, Come. 


HERE are ſeveral prophecies in 
this book, both in the preceding 
and following chapters, which 

are called bardens; which con- 

tain ſad and heavy judgments, 
grievous calamities and diſtreſſes, that ſhould 
come upon nations, and foretel the ruin 
and deſtruction of kingdoms and ſtates, and 
which may be the reaſon why they are ſo 
called ; tho' it muſt be owned, that there 
are ſome prophecies which bear this name, 
that bring good tidings of good things *, 

* ""ſ vet 

Vid. Zach. ix. 1, 9. and xii, 1, 10. 


(+4 ) 

yet more rarely. There are no leſs than 
three prophecies of this name in this chapter, 
The words of the text are one, and there 
is one before them, and another after them. 
The chapter begins with the burden of the 
deſert of the ſea, or plain of the ſea ; which 
deſcribes the city of Babylon, afterwards 
named, and which was built on a. plain, and 
in a watry place, by the river Euphrates 
and it is uſual with Jewiſh writers, inſpired 
or uninſpired, to call any confluence of water 
a ſea; whoſe deſtruction 1s foretold as what 
would be by the Medes and Perſians; and 
theſe are mentioned by name, ver. 2. as 
well as ſignified by a chariot with a couple 
of horſemen, ver. 7. and its ruin is declared 
in expreſs words, ver. 9. and the whole is 
delivered out in ſuch a manner, as may eaſil 
be accommodated to myſtical Babylon; who 
is repreſented as in a wilderneſs, fitting upon 
many waters, agreeable to ver. 1. whoſe 
deſtruction will be by the lion of the- tribe 
of Judah, ſee ver. 8, and which is expreſſed 
by the ſelf-ſame words as are in ver. g. and 
that for the comfort of the Lord's people, 
ver. 10. “ | 
The prophecy in our text is called he 
burden of Dumah ; whether it reſpects the 
Arabians, particularly the Dumean Ara- 
bians, or whether the Edomites or 1dumeans, 
is a matter of queſtion : ſome think the 

former, 

d Rev. xvii. 1, 3. and v. 5. and xix. 11-20. and xviii. 2, 4+ 
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former, becauſe Dumab was a ſon of Ihmael, 
Gen. xxv. 14. and of him Aben Ezra and 
Kimchi interpret it here; and there was a 
place in Arabia called Dumatha © : but 
others are of opinion, that the latter, the 
Edomites or Idumeans are intended ; and the 
Septuagint verſion renders the words the 
v1/ion of Idumea; and the Arabic verſion calls 
them a-prophecy concerning Edom and Sezr ; 
and ſo Jarebi by Dumab underitands Edom ; 
and the rather the Edomites may be thought 
to be here meant, ſince a diſtinct prophecy 
concerning Arabia follows after, and be- 
cauſe mention is made of Seir, which was 
a mountain that belonged to, and was in- 
habited by the Edomites * : he calleth to me 
out of Serr, or there was a cry out of Seir; 
one called from thence to the watchman, 
and aſked him a queſtion, to which he re- 
turned an anſwer, and alſo gave ſome advice, 
Nov let it be obſerved, that this prophecy 
may refer to the time when Edom ſhould be 
a poſſeſſion, and Seir alſo ſhould be a poſſeſſion 
for his enemies; that is; be poſſeſſed by the 
ews, as is foretold * they would; and which 
was fulfilled before the coming of Chriſt, 
when the Jews and Idumeans were mixed 
together ; and the latter, at leaſt, many of 
them, embraced the Jeuiſh religion *, "ng 
2 Q 


© Vid. Hiller. Onomaſticon Sacr. p. 797. 
Gen. xxxvi. 8, g. © Numb. xxiv. 18. f Joſeph, 


Antiqu. 1, 13. c. 9. F. 1. 
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ſo had arts of the Meſſiah and his 


coming; and perhaps ſome of them favingly 
believed in him; and theſe, ſome one or 
more of them, or however, the Jews that 
were in Seir or in Idumea, may be thought 
to be here enquiring after him, when he 
would come and put an end to the then 
preſent night of darkneſs, and make the 
morning of the Goſpel diſpenſation : and it 
may be further obſerved, that as Eſau or 
Edom may be conſidered as a type of anti- 
chriſt, the Edomites may repreſent the anti- 
chriſtian party. Jerom s ſays, that ſome of 
the Hebrews read Roma for Duma here, and 
ſuppoſe that the Roman empire is deſigned ; | 
and certain it 1s, that nothing is more com- 
mon with them, than to call the Roman 
empire, and Rome itſelf Edom, and the 
Romans or Papiſts Edomites b. Now, as in 
the darkeſt times of popery, there were 
ſome that roſe up as witneſſes to the truth, 
there were others that embraced it ; who 
doubtleſs enquired of the witneſſes, the 
watchmen, when the night of popiſh dark- 
neſs would be over, and Goſpel-light break 
forth; and it is eaſy to obſerve, that a little 
before the deſtruction of Babylon, God will 
have a people in her, whom he will call to 
come forth out of the midſt of her, that 
they partake not of her ſins, nor of her 
plagues 


E In loc. n Vid: Buxtorf. Lexic. Talmud. 
col. 30, 31, &c. 


(7) 
plagues ; and theſe, ſenſible of the ſtate of 
darkneſs they are in, may be ſuppoſed to 
be enquiring after latter day-light and glory. 
Theſe ſhort hints may ſerve to give us a 
little light into this obſcure paſlage ; and 
which will open more and more as we go 


along, conſidering the following things. 


I. Who the warchman is that is here ap- 
plied unto. r | 

II. The queſtion which is put to him and 
repeated, watchman, what of the night ? 
watchman, what of the night ? 

III. The watchman's anſwer to it, the 
morning cometh, and alſo the night. 

IV. An exhortation upon it, which may 
ſerve for the uſe and improvement of the 
whole, , ye will enquire, enquire ye, return, 


Come. 


I. Who the watchman is, that is addreſ- 
ſed; and to whom the queſtion in the text 
is put, 

1. Some by the 'watchman underſtand 
God himſelf * : the name and title of a 
watcher is ſometimes given to him, and 
indeed to all the divine perſons, who are 
called watchers and holy ones, Dan. w. 17. 
where the affair of Nebuchadnezzar being 
driven from his throne and palace, to dwell 
among the beaſts of the field, is ſaid to be 
| a 

Rev. xviii. 4. * So Jarchi and Abarbinel in loc. 
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a matter by the decree of the watchers, and 
the demand by the word of the holy ones. I. 
know this is commonly underſtood of angels, 
and they are watchers by office, being the 
guardians of God's people, and holy by 
nature; they may be ſaid alſo to = and 
execute the decrees of God, but then his 
decrees are never called theirs; and beſides, 
this decree 1s expreſily called the decree of 
the Moſt High, ver. 24. and theſe watchers 
and holy ones are repreſented as having 
others under them, whom they call upon to 
execute this decree, ver. 23. and where they 
are called the watcher and the holy one; as 
before, the plural number. is uſed to denote 
the plurality of perſons in the Godhead, 
there the fingular, to ſecure the unity of 
the divine eflence.  _.. | 
Acts of watching are aſcribed to God, 
ſometimes in a bad ſenſe, and ſometimes in 
a good one: I mean, that ſometimes he is 
faid to watch over men for evil, and ſome- 
times for good ; his eyes are upon the ways 
of all men, good and bad, and he fees all 
their goings, and watches their {ins to 
chaſtize or puniſh for them ; he watches 
over the ſins of his own people to correct 
them for them, in a fatherly way, but not 
in a way of ſtrict juſtice, not ſo as to demand 
ſatisfaction of them, or inflict vindictive 
wrath upon them ; ſhould he mark iniquity 
in ſuch a manner, there would be no ſtand- 


4 * Ing 


(9) 
ing before him ; tho' ſometimes they think 
he does do fo: thus Job", now thou num- 
bereſt my ſteps, doſt thou not watch over my 
fin? my tranſgreſſion 1s ſealed up in a bag, 
and thou ſoweſt up mine intquity ; in order to 
bring it forth one day, as he thought, againſt 
him, to his condemnation. God does in- 
deed watch over the fins of wicked men, 
of a rebellious and impenitent people, to | 
puniſh them for them; and he watches 
upon the evil of puniſhment, to bring it on 
ſuch for the evil of ſin ; as Daniel ſays *, 
therefcre hath the Lord watched upon the evil, | F 

and brought it upon us: and as he ſometimes 
watches over a people to pluck up, and to 
break down, and to throw down, and to de- 
roy, and to afflict, fo he watches over them, 
to build and to plant, or to do them good; 
he waites upon his own people to be gracious 
to them, and watches the ſet time for that 
purpoſe ; his eyes are always on them, and 
are never withdrawn from them; they are 
engraven on his hands, and they are conti- 

nually before him. 
The Hebrew word Me, here tranſlated a 

watchman, is uſed of God in P.. cxxi, 4, 5. 
and is there rendred &zeper, and well agrees 
with him who is the keeper of his 1/ael, 
both in a way of providence, and in a way 
of grace; he is the preſerver of men, yea, 

the Saviour of all men as the God of pro- | 

e 9 vidence, | 

Job xiv. 16, 17. m Dan, ix. 14. fer. xxxi. 28. 
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vidence, eſpecially of them that believe ; 
he keeps them from evil ; he preſerves their 
going out and coming in; he watches over 
them night and day, leſt any hurt them; 
and indeed, except the Lord keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain * : and he 
is the keeper of his people in a way of grace; 
they are Enfible of their own weakneſs, and 
of their need of his power, and therefore 
apply to him for preſervation ; one ſays ?, 
keep me from evil that it may not grieve me; 
and another ſays 1, keep back thy ſervant from 
preſumptuous ſins, and the Lord does pre- 
ſerve the ſouls of his faithful ones; they 
are kept by his power thro” faith unto ſal- 


vation. f 


o 


To all which may be added, who fo pro- 
per to apply unto, to know the time of night, 
as to God, who hath put the times and the 
ſeaſons in his own power, and who has deter- 
mined the times before appointed, for the per- 
formance of every thing that is done in this 
world ? for to every thing there is a ſeaſon, 
and a time to every purpoſe under the heaven; 
every thing is done as it was purpoſed, and 
at the time it ſhould, and which is known 
to God ; particularly. the time of Chriſt's 
firſt coming into the world, was agreed and 
fixed upon between the Father and the Son, 

called the fulneſs of time, and was known 
| WS 


pf. exxvii. 1. ® 1 Chron. iv. 10. 4 Pl. xix. 13. 
© AQs i. 6. and xvii, 26. Eccl. iii. 14. Gal. iv. 4, 


——— — 
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to them both, and made known in the word: 
and the time of his ſecond coming is alſo 
appointed ; God has appointed a day in which 
he will judge the world in righteouſneſs by 
Chriſt, and him he will ſhew in his times ; 
tho' of that day and hour knoweth no man, no 
2 the angels of heaven, but the Father 
only *. | | 
2. Others * by the watchman think Chrift 
is meant; ſo the Jews ® ſay, this is Metatron 
the keeper of 1/rael, which with them is 
one of the names of the Meſſiah; and to 
whom this character of a watchman agrees, 
as he is a ſhepherd; one part of whoſe 
buſineſs it is to watch over the flock by 
night and by day : Chriſt does the whole 
work and office of a ſhepherd to his flock ; 
he feeds his flock like a ſhepherd ; he guards 
and protects it, as David his type did ; he 
ſecures it from the lion and the bear ; and 
being the proprietor of the flock, whoſe 
own the ſheep are, will not flee as an hire- 
ling does when the wolf cometh, but ex- 
my his life to danger for them ; and indeed 
e laid down his life for the ſheep. This 
character of a watchman agrees with him, 
as the keeper of his people ; they are put 
into his hands, and there they are, out of 
which none can pluck them ; they are pre- 
ſerved 


t Acts xvii. 31. 1 Tim. vi. 15. Matt. xxiv. 36. 
v Cocceius in loc. AZohar in Exod, fol. 54. 2. 


* 


( 12) 

ſerved in Chriſt, who is able to keep them 
from falling ; and who keeps a watchful eye 
over them continually, and will take care 
that not one of them ſhould be loſt or 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. And now, 
as he 1s the omniſcient God, he knows and 
can declare the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet 
done * : he knew the time of his firſt comin 
into the world, and fo likewiſe of his going 
out of it. Jeſus knew that his hour was 
come, that he ſhould depart out of this world 
unto the Father ?; and he knows the time 
of his ſecond coming alſo, and of all in- 
termediate events, of every thing that 
ſhould happen from his firſt to his ſecond 
coming ; he knows the things that are, and 
which ſhall be hereafter : the book of the 
Revelation is called the Revelation of Feſus 
Cbriſt, which God gave unto him to ſhew unto 
his ſervants, things that muſt ſhortly come to 
paſs * ; wherefore whither ſhould we go but 
to him, to know what of the night it is? But 
perhaps it may be thought to be too bold, 
too free and familiar to addreſs God or Chriſt 
under this character, and in ſuch language, 
wwatchman, what of the night? Therefore 

3. Ichuſe rather to join with thoſe, who 
think that a prophet or miniſter of the word 
is intended by the watchman : it was uſual 
under the Old Teſtament, for prophets to 
be 


* If, xlvi. 10. John xiu, 1. 2 Rev. i, I, 
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be called watchmen ; the prophet 1/arah 
was one, and perhaps is intended in ver. 6, 8. 
and in the text; and ſo was Jeremiah, and 
ſo was Ezekiel; to whom it is ſaid, ſon of 
man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
houſe of Iſrael* : Goſpel miniſters are alſo 
called watchmen *; the watchmen ſhall lift 
up the voice, &c. and this in alluſion to 
ſhepherds, which is one of their titles and 
characters, paſtors, which God gives after 
his own heart, to feed his people with knows 
ledge and underſtanding'; who, having taken 
the overſight of the flock, ought to take 
heed to themſelves, and to that; and one 
part of their work is to watch in all things ; 
and they do watch for and over the fouls of 
men, as they that muſt give an account, 
Moreover, they are called watchmen, in 
alluſion to watchmen in cities, of which 
there are two ſorts; ſome that go about the 
city, and others that are ſet on the walls of 
it; and to each of theſe the miniſters of the 
word are compared in Cant. iii. 3. and v. 7. 
ſee alſo J. Ixii. 6. I have ſet watchmen upon 
thy walls, O Jeruſalem, &c. 

Ihe qualifications for ſuch an office are 

quickneſs of ſight, vigilance, conſtancy, 

courage and faithfulneſs: watchmen ought 

to have their ſight, and keep a good look 

out; they ought to be awake, and not aſleep, 

and conſtant in their poſt; ſhould be 
2 


Ezek. iii. 17. Þ If, Iii. 8. s Jer. Ui. 15. 
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of reſolution and intrepidity in time of dan- 
ger, and faithful to give warning of it ; and 
ſo ſhould the miniſters of the word. Sad 
it is, when Zion's watchmen are blind, and 
yetwe read of ſuch: the four living creatures 
mentioned in the book of the Revelation“, 
are emblems of Goſpel miniſters ; and they 
are ſaid to be full of eyes within, and before, 
and behind ; and they have need of all the 
eyes they have, to take heed to themſelves, 
and to watch over others ; they ought to 
be ſober and vigilant, and in their watch 
tower, and on their guard; for while men 
ſleep, the enemy ſows tares of error, hereſy, 
and divifion ; they ſhould be ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord ; they ſhould watch and ſtand 
faſt in the faith, and quit themſelves like 
men, and be ſtrong ; and they ſhould not 
conceal any thing that ought to be known, 
or keep back that which is profitable, but 

declare the whole counſel of God. 
Their work is to warn ſinners of their 
evil ways, and of the danger they are in by 
them; to ſhew them what an evil and bitter 
thing ſin 1s, and that the wrath of God is re- 
vealed from heaven againſt it; that the wages 
of ſin is death eternal; and that deſtruction 
and miſery are in all their ways, in which 
they will iſſue, if grace prevent not; and 
to convince them of the worth of their pre- 
3 cious 


d Ch. iv. 6, 8. 
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cious and immortal ſouls, and that the loſs 
of them is irrecoverable, and that nothing 
can be given in exchange for them. Alſo 
their buſineſs is to arouſe and awake ſleepy 
ſaints; the wiſe, as well as the fooliſh 
virgins, ſometimes fall aſleep; and it is the 
duty of the watchmen to awake them, and 
let them know, how unbecoming it is for 
perſons of their characters to be aſleep ; they 
that fleep, fleep in the night, — but let us who 
are of the day be ſober ; let us not ſleep as do 
others, but let us watch © : children of the 
light, and of the day, ſhould not fleep as 
thoſe who are of the night and darkneſs ; 
the watchmen ſhould tell them, it is high 
time to awake out of ſleep, and jog them, 
and ſtir them up; and if this won't do, they 
ſhould cry aloud and ſpare not, and lift up 
their voice like a trumpet, and ſay, awake 
thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, 
and Chriſt ſhall give thee light * : moreover, 
another part of their office is, to give the 
time of the night ; as it is the buſineſs of a 
watchman on the walls to look out, and if 
he deſcries an enemy, to obſerve his motions 
and advances, and give notice of approach- 
ing danger to them within the city; ſo it is 
the buſineſs of the watchmen that go about 
the city, as to take up ſtroling perſons and 
examine them ; ſo to give the inhabitants 
the hour of the night, that they may know 

how 

Mt VB MAL? f Eph. v. 14. 
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how much of it is gone, and what is yet to 
come; and this is the office of the miniſters 
of the word: the watchmen of the Old 
Teſtament, the prophets, gave the time of 
night then; they enguired and ſearched 


diligently, ſearching what or what manner of 


time, the Spirit of Chriſt which was in them 
did fignify, when it teſtified before hand the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould 
follow s; and fo the watchmen of the New 
Teſtament, the miniſters of the Goſpel, it 
becomes them to enquire what time it now 
is, that they may be able in ſome meaſure 
to give an anſwer to ſuch a queſtion as is 
here put, what of the night? In order to 
which, it is neceſſary to ſtudy the prophetic 
part of the New Teſtament, particularly the 
book of the Revelation; and which accor- 
ding to its name, is a revelation, and not a 
ſecret; an open, and not a ſealed book ; 
and bleſſed is he that readeth this book, not 
only privately, but in public, in order to 
explain it unto others ; and bleſſed are they 
that hear the words of this prophecy k ex- 
plained by their miniſter; ſo the one will 
be ready to aſk, and the other ready to an- 
ſwer the queſtion here propoſed, which is 
the next thing to be attended to; wherefore 
J paſs on to conſider 


II. The queſtion put to the watchman, 


watchman, what of the night? and which 
18 


5 x Pet. i. 10, 11. Rev. i. 3. 
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( 17) 
is repeated, watchman, what of the night? 
This is uſually done when perſons are in a 
pannic, or they fear the watchman did not 
hear them the firſt time ; or it may denote 
one coming after another in a fright, aſking 
the ſame queſtion. The ſenſe is either what 
from the night, as the words may be ren- 
dred; what has happened ſince it was night? 
haſt thou obſerved nothing ? is the enemy 
near, or danger at hand? or what ſayſt thou 
concerning the night ? the night of darkneſs - 
and affliction in which we are, when will 
it be over? or what time of night is it? 
what o'clock is it ? how much of the night 
is there gone, and what is there that remains 
to come? 
Now let it be obſerved, that there was 
a night both in the 7euiſb and Gentile world, 
preceding the firſt coming of Chriſt : the 
former diſpenſation was a night of darkneſs 
with the Fews themſelves, in compariſon of 
the Goſpel day, or that famous day, ſo much 
and ſo often ſpoken of in this prophecy of 
Jaiab; which was made by the riſing of the 
ſun of righteouſneſs with healing in his 
wings ; and which reaches from the firſt 
coming of Chriſt unto his ſecond coming; 
and of which it may be ſaid, during that 
time, now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of ſalvation i; but before this it was 
night ; and it may be, that in reference to 


this, 


i 2 Cor, vi. 2, 


(18) 
this, as well as to the darkneſs which over- 
ſpread the Gentile world, and which was in 
a great meaſure removed, by the preaching 
of the Goſpel, the Apoſtle ſays, the night 
ts far ſpent, the day is at hand * : it is cer- 
tain however, that there was a great obſcu- 
rity in the Moſaic diſpenſation ; the law was 
given amidſt blackneſs, darkneſs, and tem- 
peſt ; there was a veil over the face of Moſes 
when he ſpoke unto the people ; and there 
is another on their hearts, in reading the 
Old Teſtament, Moſes, and the prophets ; 
and which remains untaken away from them 
to this day, but will be removed when they 
ſhall be turned to the Lord ; the doctrines 
of grace tho' then delivered, yet very ob- 
ſcurely in types and figures; the way of ſal- 
vation by Chriſt, and unto eternal happineſs, 
was pointed out, but not fo clearly as now; 
the way into the holieſt of all, was not fo 
manifeſt, as now the veil of the temple is 
rent in twain. The ſhadows of the cere- 
monial law were ſtretched out at that time; 
the law was only a ſhadow of good things 
to come, and was not ſo much as the very 
image of them ; which ſhadows were done 
away, when Chriſt, the body and ſubſtance 
was come; to which the church refers, 
when ſhe ſays, until the day break, and the 
ſhadows flee away, I will get me to the moun- 
tain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincenſe! : 

| there 
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there were indeed in this diſpenſation, the 
ſtars of light, the prophets, and miniſters 
of the word to inſtruct the people, but then 


the appearance of theſe ſhews it was a night 


ſeaſon ; they had the word, which was a 


light unto their feet, and a lamp unto their 


paths ;- they had the ſcriptures, which were 
profitable for doctrine and inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs, and able to make men wiſe 
unto ſalvation ; they had the moon of the 
ceremonial law to lead them to Chriſt ; this 
relax x is meant by the moon under the 
church's feet, Rev. xii. 1. one part of it 
lay in the obſervation of new moons, and 
its ſolemn feſtivals were governed and re- 
gulated by them ; it had its fpots and im- 
perfections as the moon, and was change- 
able as that is, and is now done away be- 
cauſe of the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs 
of it; it is true, it reflected and gave light 
to the faints under that diſpenſation; but 
then as the moon is the leſſer light, and 
which rules by night, this ſhews it was as 
yet a night ſeaſon, and the day was not 
come; as yet the bright and morning-itar 


had. not appeared; the day-ſpring from on 


high had not viſited man; and the ſun of 


righteouſneſs as yet had not riſen, and made 
the glorious Goſpel-day. It may be to this 
gradual progreſs of light, thro' the various 
diſpentations of the church, Chriſt may have 
reſpect, when he ſays, 2000 is fhe that looks 

; D forth 
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forth as the morning, in the patriarchal ſtate ; 
fair as the moon, under the ceremonial law; 
clear as the ſun, under the Goſpel-diſpenſa- 
tion; and terrible as an army with banners? 
in the latter day, when ſhe will enjoy purity 
of doctrine, diſcipline and ordinances, as 
well as have honour and authority. Thus 
it was with the Jewiſh church before the 
coming of Chriſt ; and as to the Gentile 
world, it was a time of groſs ignorance with 
them, which God winked at, overlooked, 
and took no notice of, or any methods to 
remove it; they knew not God, the one 
only living and true God, and much leſs 
God in Chriſt; they were without him, and 
without the Meſſiah, and any knowledge 
of him; were aliens from the common- 
wealth of 1/rael, and ſtrangers to the cove- 
nants of promiſe ; they fat in darkneſs, and 
in the region of the ſhadow of death, till 
Chriſt came a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
as well as to be the glory of his people 
Iſrael. 5 
Now the queſtion may be with reſpect to 
this night of Jeuiſb and Gentile darkneſs, 
what of this night it was ? how near it was 
to an end? when that would be, and the 
day break ? There were ſome general rules 
with reſpect to this matter, or ſeveral pro- 
phecies which pointed to the time of Chriſt's 
coming, and ſerved as a direction to it, and 
furniſhed with an anſwer to this queſtion : 


the 


( 21 ) 
the tribe of Judah was not to ceaſe to be a 
tribe, nor rule and government to ceaſe from 
it; it was to be the ſeat of it, until the 
Meſſiah came, according to Jacob's prophecy, 
the ſtepter ſhall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come . and by other prophecies it appears, 
that the ſecond ks would not be de- 
ſtroyed until he came, for he was to come 
into it as the Lord, the owner and pro- 
prietor of it ; which coming of his into it 
would give it a greater glory than the firſt 
temple had *. 'There were frequently hints 
given out by the watchmen, the prophets, 
with relation to the coming of Chriſt, and 
to his ſpeedy coming; when the faith of the 
Lord's people was almoſt worn out, becauſe 
his coming was ſo long deferred, one of 
theſe watchmen is bid to ſay to them that 
are of a fearful heart, be ſtrong, fear not, 
behold your God will come with vengeance, 
even God with a recompence, and will ſave 
yo; and another, when on his watch 
tower ſays, the viſion is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie; 
though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will 
ſurely come, it will not tarry? ; and another 
of theſe watchmen brings good tidings, and 
calls upon Zion to rejoice, ſaying, behold thy 
king cometh; he is juſt ready to appear, 10 
. 2 WI 
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forth as the morning, in the patriarchal ſtate ; 
fair as the moon, under the ceremonial law; 
clear as the ſun, under the Goſpel-diſpenſa- 
tion; and terrible as an army with banners? 
in the latter day, when ſhe will enjoy purity 
of doctrine, diſcipline and ordinances, as 
well as have honour and authority, Thus 
it was with the Jewiſh church before the 
coming of Chriſt; and as to the Gentile 
world, it was a time of groſs ignorance with 
them, which God winked at, overlooked, 
and took no notice of, or any methods to 
remove it; they knew not God, the one 
only living and true God, and much leſs 
God in Chriſt; they were without him, and 
without the Meſſiah, and any knowledge 
of him ; were aliens from the common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the cove- 
nants of promiſe ; they ſat in darkneſs, and 
in the region of the ſhadow of death, till 
Chriſt came a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
as well as to be the glory of his people 
Iſrael. 

Now the queſtion may be with reſpect to 
this night of Jewiſb and Gentile darkneſs, 
what of this night it was? how near it was 
to an end? when that would be, and the 
day break ? 'There'were ſome general rules 
with reſpect to this matter, or ſeveral pro- 
phecies which pointed to the time of Chriſt's 
coming, and ſerved as à direction to it, and 
furniſhed with an anſwer to this queſtion : 


the 


3 

the tribe of Judab was not to ceaſe to be a 
tribe, nor rule and government to ceaſe from 
it; it was to be the ſeat of it, until the 
Meſſiah came, according to Jacob's prophecy, 
the ſcepter ſhall not depart from Judab, nor 
@ lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come * and by other prophecies it appears, 
that the ſecond 3 would not be de- 
ſtroyed until he came, for he was to come 
into it as the Lord, the owner and pro- 
prietor of it; which coming of his into it 
would give it a greater glory than the firſt 
temple Pad = There were frequently hints 
given out by the watchmen, the prophets, 
with relation to the coming of Chriſt, and 
to his ſpeedy coming ; when the faith of the 
Lord's people was almoſt worn out, becauſe 
his coming was ſo long deferred, one of 
theſe watchmen is bid to ſay to them that 
are of a fearful heart, be ſtrong, fear not, 
behold your God soill come with vengeance, 
even God with a recompence, and will ſave 
you ; and another, when on his watch 
tower ſays, the viſion is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie; 
though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will 
ſurely come, it will not tarry? ; and another 
of theſe watchmen brings good tidings, and 
calls upon Zion to rejoice, ſaying, behold thy 
king cometh; he is juſt ready to appear, and 

' D 2 will 
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will be here quickly, and deſcribes him and 
the creature he was to ride upon *; and the 
laſt of them declares, that he Lord, and 
meſſenger of the covenant would ſuddenly come 
to his temple” : Daniel, he fixes the very 
time of his coming, and fays*, that ſeventy 
weeks were determined or cut out for it, even 
weeks of years, four hundred and nin 

years from a date which he gives. By theſe 
hints of the watchmen, and eſpecially by 
the laſt, the people knew what time of night 
it was, and how long it would be to the 
coming of the Meſſiah, and lived in expec- 
tation of it. R. Nehumi ab, that lived about 
fifty years before the coming of Chriſt, gave 
out, that the time of the Meſſiah ſignified 
by Daniel could not be protracted longer 
than thoſe fifty years; and about the time 
that he did come, we find that there was 
among the people of the Jews, a general 
expectation of him: good old Simeon was 
waiting for the conſolation of Iſrael; and 
Anna the propheteſs ſpoke of him to them 

that looked for redemption in n 
and when John the Baptiſt his fore- runner 
appeared, all the people were in expecta- 
tion, and muſed in their hearts whether he 
was the Chriſt or no . 

It might be further obſerved, that as 
there was a night of darknefs preceding the 
= = firſt 

? Zach. ix. 9. Mal. iii. 1. 5 Dan. ix. 24. 
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firſt coming of Chriſt, when at certain times 
the watchmen were applied unto; to know 
what time it was; and who gave ſeveral 
hints, which were directions in this matter, 
and ſerved to keep up the ſaints faith and ex- 
ag of it; and by which they knew in 

ome meafure where- about they were, and 
when that would be; fo there will be a night 
of darkneſs which will go before both the 
ſpiritual and perſonal coming of Chriſt again, 
and to which this queſtion may alſo relate: 


but of this more hereafter ; we ſhall find 


2 more proper place for the confideration 
of it under the next head, to which I 
haſten. be dara a 

III. The watchman's anſwer to the queſ- 
tion, the morning cometh, and alſo the night: 
there's a morning at hand, and a night will 


follow ; a morning of progeny: and a night 


of adverſity ; and as ſure as the one comes, 
fo ſure will the other ; there will be a con- 
Rant ſucceſſion and revolution of theſe unto 
the end of time. | | 

- * The firſt coming of Chrift was as the 
morning; ſo the YFews interpret theſe 
words of the morning of redemption to the 
righteous, and of the night of. darkneſs to. 
the wicked; or as they elſewhere * expreſs 
it, the morning is for the righteous, 0 


„bt. in T. Bab. Bau Kama, fol. 3. 2. 
s T. Hieroſ. Taaniot, fol. 64. 1 
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© the night for the wicked; the morning 
* for 1ſrael, and the night for the nations 
of the world; whom they.exclude from 
all benefit by the Meſſiah. It is ſaid of him 
the righteous ruler over men, that he ſhal, 
be as the light of the morning ben the ſun 
riſeth, even a morning without clouds I; of 
no other can this be ſo well underſtood as 
of Chriſt; of whom it is expreſſly foretold, 
hrs going forth is prepared as the morning: 
this was attended with joy and chearfulneſs 
as the morning; in a clear morning when 
the ſun riſes, all nature looks briſk and 
gay, pleaſant and delightful.; hence thoſe 
words, who ig ſhe that Jooks forth as the 
morning? The news of Chriſt's birth, 
brought by the angel to the ſhepherds, at 
the time of his incarnation, were good tidings 
of great joy, which ſhould be to all people“. 
The apoſtles and diſciples when they firſt 
had the knowledge of him, in what an ex- 
ulting manner do they expreſs themſelves, 
we have found the Meſſias, which is, being 
interpreted, the Chriſt *. The firſt preach- 
ing of the Goſpel by his fore-runner, by 
himſelf, and by his apoſtles, cauſed joy and 
gladneſs wherever it came, with power, 
whether in Fudea, or in the Gentile world; 
eſpecially the latter, and particularly in 
Samaria ; of which place it is ſaid, that 

Pbilip 
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Pbi h 5 preached Chriſt, and there wite great 


joy in that city *, The coming of Chriſt 
diſperſed the ſhadows of the ceremonial 
law ; theſe vaniſhed and diſappeared when 
Chriſt was come, and ſuffered in the fleſh, 
who was the body and ſubſtance of them; 
and the morning of the Goſpel difpenſation 
dawned ; and as it diſpelled the darkneſs of 
the law, it introduced light. John, the 
fore- runner of Chriſt, was not the light it- 
ſelf; but he came to bear witneſs of the 
light, which is Chriſt, the light of the 
world, who brought light into it, and is 
that great light which ſhined on men fitting 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death. 
The Goſpel which came by him, and he 
gave his apoſtles to preach, is a glorious 
light; and this ſhone out and appeared to 
all men, Jews and Gentiles. This, like the 
morning-light, ſpread itſelf all over the 
world; the apoſttes had a commiſſion to go 
into all the world, and preach it to every 
creature; and the ſound of it by them did 
go into all the earth, and their words or 


the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, the Goſpel 
was preached unto all nations ; one of the 
apoſtles, the apoſtle Paul, preached it fully 
from Feruſalem, round about unto [llyri- 
cum: And this, like the light of the. morn- 
ing, moved on irreſiſtibly; nothing could 
{top 
2 Adds viii, 5, 8. 
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doctrines unto the end of the world: before 
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it, as nothing can the morning -· light 
5 5 


d a free courſe, and ran, and was 
glorified; notwi ing the rage and fury 
1 the word of the Lord grew 
multiplied ; tho' the whole world was 
againſt it, eus and Gentiles, the moſt. power- 
ful, wiſe and learned, it made its way, and 
bore down all tion to it; the, miniſters 
of it triumphed in Chriſt, and diffuſed the. 
favour of his knowledge, and the light of 
his ward, in every place. 3 
But then as ſure as this morning came, 
ſo ſure a night followed, and that very 
uickly, to the Jews; the light of the 
| was in a little time taken from them, 
they deſpiſtng, contradicting, and blaſphem- 
ing it; even whilſt Chriſt the light was 
with them, they rejected him; they loved 
and choſe darkneſs rather than the light; 
there were only a few, a remnant accord! 
to the election of grace that received him, 
the reſt were blinded; and the blindneſs 
which happened to them continues unto 
this day, and will continue till the fulneſs 
of the Gentiles is brought in; it has been a 
long night. with them, and when it will 
be otherwiſe, cannot be preciſely ſaid ; the 
veil of darkneſs and ignarance in reading 
Moſes, and the prophets, and eſpecially in 
thoſe things which reſpect the Meſſiah, re- 
mains untaken away, but will be done 
away in Chriſt, and be removed when > 
tha 


ta). 
ſhall be converted, and turn to the Lord. 
And tho” the light of the Goſpel continued 
longer in the Gentile world, and may be 
thought to be in its meridian in the times 
of Conſtantine, yet thence forward it viſibly 
declined; an evening came on, a night of 
darkneſs prevailed ; which was i. on 
in the 1 rt of the world, by the 
ariſing of the falſe prophet. Mahomet ; who 
having the key F the bottomleſs pit, opened 
it, and let out the ſmoke of his falſe doctrine 
contained in his Altoran, by which the ſun 
and the air were darꝶned; and alſo his locuſts 
the Saracens, which ran over the Eaſt, and 
ſpread. his doctrine and worſhip every 
where ?: about the ſame time, the man. of. 
In, the Romiſb antichriſt was revealed, being 
come to his maturity and ripeneſs ; and that 
which let or hindred his appearance, the 
Roman emperor, being taken out of the way; 
whole coming was after the working of ſatan, 
with. all power and ſigns, and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs*, 
and ſpread darkneſs. all over. the weſtern 
part, of the world; and then thoſe times 
came on, the Spirit expreſily ſpeaks of, 
that many ſhould depart from the faith, 
give heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines 
of devils; ſpeak lies in hypocriſy; forbid 
to marry; and command to abſtain from 
9415401 8 meats 
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meats God has erbated 
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neats God has created with thankſgiving v; 
which are manifeſtly popith tenets. This 
dark ſtate of things is repreſented by the 
Thyatirian church fate ; in which were the 
depths of ſatan, and the blackneſs of popiſh 
darknefs; when the woman Jezebel taught 
and ſeduced the ſervants of the Lord to 
commit fornication, and to eat things facri- 
ficed to idols“; and a long diſmal dark 


* 


mation. 


night it was, which laſted till the Refor - 


But when the Reformation came on, ano- 


ther morning a peared | ; and which is ex- 
rk b he l far, promiſed to 
the overcomers of the errors and ſuperſti- 
tions of the Thyatirian ſtate; and which the 
Sardian church ſtate brought in: then the 
Goſpel broke out in a moſt glorious manner, 
and ſpread itſelf like the morning light, 
ſwiftly and irrefiſtibly, over theſe weſtern 
parts, Germany, Poland, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Holland, and theſe 
iſles of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
other places ; and brought with it great joy 
and gladneſs every where; and things went 
on in a very comfortable and promifing 
manner; and it looked as if the « la apoſto- 
lical times were coming over again ; and 
indeed the firſt Reformers propoſed to go 
upon the plan of the apoſtles doctrine and 
5 practice: 
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practice: hence part of the fame character 
x taken by the writer to this. church of | 
Sardis, as to the church at Epheſus, which 


f 4 


repreſented the truly apoſtolic church; Thee 
th ngs fat th he, that bath the ſeve 1 57 rift 5 El 
were now beſtowed on men, and who ſhone 


as ſtars in Chriſt's right hand; but then it 


is not added, who walks in the midſt of the 
even golden candlefticks; for tho the firſt 
Reformers went a great way in reſtoring true 
doctrine, yet fell ſhort in reforming the 
diſcipline of the churches, and therefore their 


works were not found perfect before God 


there were many bright Goſpel miniſters; 
but few, if any Nas. <6 formed according 
to the primitive model; and in proceſs of 
time, there was an entire ſtand put to the 
Reformation itſelf, and things went back - 
wards inſtead of forwards; and of late 
years, there has been a very viſible decline; 
and a night is coming on, which we. are 
entered into; the ſhadows of the evening 
are ſtretching out apace upon us, and the 
ſigns of the even- tide are very manifeſt, and 
which will ſhortly appear yet more and 
more. A ſleepy frame of ſpirit has ſeized 
us; both miniſters and churches are aſleep; 
and being ſo, the enemy is buſy in ſowin; 
the tares of errors and hereſies, and -whic| 
will grow up and ſpread yet more and more. 
2 Coldneſs 


r Rey. ii, 1. and ü. 1. 
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Coldneſs and indifference in ſpiritual things, 
a want of affection to God, Chriſt, his peo 
ple, truths and ordinances, may-* eaſily be 
_ obferved; the firſt love is left; iniqui 
abounds, and the love of many waxes cold, 
and it will wax yet colder and colder; and 
will iſſue in a eneral forſaking of alſembling 
together, and in an entire neglect of the 
miniſters of the Golpel ; when ſuch 'who 
9 7 been profeſſors themſelves” will be 
thy of them, and carefully ſhun':them, 
wi; care to own them, or ſpeak to them, 
and much leſs receive Mens into their houſes, 
and ſtill leſs hear them; which, 1 think, is 
meant by, or at leaſt is one part of the 
meaning of the dead bodies of the witneſſes 
not being ſuffered to be put into graves l: 
1 the ſun of the Goſpel will be ſet, and its 
$ light. for a while wholly withdrawn ; the 
| witneſſes will be ſlain, their dead bodies lie 
unburied, and fo ceaſe propheſying, their 
teſtimony being finiſhed; this will be a 
diſmal dark ni ight indeed, only” it PO: be a 
ſhort one. 

If it ſhould be aſked, Whit time it is with 
us now? whereabout we are? and” what is 
yet to come of this night? as a faithful 

watchman Tl give you the beſt account I 
can: I take it; we are in the Sardian 
church-ſtate, in the latter part of it, which, 
as before obſerved, Bong t on the Refor- 
25 mation, 


1 See my Expoſition of Rev. xi. . 
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mation, and repreſents that; we are in the 
decline of that ſtate : and there are many 


things ſaid of that church which agree 


with us; as that We have a name, that we 
live, and are dead; the name of the refor- 
med churches, but without the life and 
power of true religion; and that there are a 
few, and but a fe names among us, even 
in our Sardis, which have not defled their 
garments® with falſe doctrine or ſuperſtitious 
worſhip. The times we live in are 

ſuch as are deſcribed in Zecb. xiv. C, 7. 
that the light ſhall not be clean nor dart, but 
it ſhall 2 one day, which Hall be known to 
the Lord, not day nor ni ght : not clear, not 
full day, as at noon, as it was in the times 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; when the, ſun 
of righteouſneſs was riſen, and the ſhadbws 
of . Fewſh and Gentile darkneſs vaniſhed, 
and the Goſpel ſhone out in the miniſtry of 
the Apoſtles; when the church had on her 
head a crown of twelve ſtars, was cloathed 
with the ſun, and had the moon under her 
feet: nor is it ſo clear day with us as even 
at the Reformation; for tho there may be 
ſome miniſters and churches which may 
have more clear, diſtinct, and evangelic 
light than there was at that time; yet take 
5 Proteſtant churches in the bulk, and 
there is not ſo. much light now as chen: 
nor is * mah. clear * as it will be in the 
Sell ſpititual 


* er. ll. 1, 4. 


( 32 ) 
petal reign of Chriſt, when will be the 
neſs of Zion's riſing; not to take no- 
tice of the kingdom- ſtate during the thou- 
fand years, which will be all day and no 
night; nor of the ultimate glory, the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light: and yet it 
is not totally dark, or quite night; not ſo 
dark as it was with the Fes under the 
former nſation, who could not ſee to 
the end of that which was to be aboliſhed; 
much leſs as it was with the Gentiles before 
the coming of Chriſt ; or as in the dark 
jaw T1 = nor as it will be at the 
even- tide * reſent diſpenſation we 
are under, before — vor it is a ſort of 
a twilight with us, between clear and dark, 


between day and night. As to what of the 


night is yet to come, or what will befal the 
churches, and will bring on the diſmal 
night before us; they are the flaying of the 
witneſſes, and the univerſal ſpread of popery 
all over Cbriſtendom; and the latter is the 
unavoidable conſequence of the former. 
"The flaying” of the witnefles, which I 
underſtand not fo much in a literal ſenſe, 
or of a corporal death ;  tho' there may be 
many flain in this ſenſe when it will be; 
but in a civil ſenſe, with reſpect to their 
miniſtry, being ſilenced by their enemies, 
and neglected by their friends; this is an 


affair that is not yet over: ſome have thou ght 


chat it is, and that the prophecy of it had 
its 


633) 

accompliſhment in the burning of che 
— in Queen — s time, which 
pr about — years and a half; or, 
22 to others in ames the ITS 
reign, which was about fuel a length of 
time; but this is not at all likely, fince then 
the witneſſes had liberty granted them to 
propheſy; it is more likely, that it ſhould 
be fulfilled in the caſe of the proteſtants of 
the valleys of Piedmont, who were driven 
out from thence for nonconformity to the 
 Romiſh religion, by the duke of Savoy; 
and who recalled and re-eſtabliſhed them by 
an edict juſt three years and a half after; 
but theſs inſtances, - with others which are 
propoſed, were only hints or pledges of 
what is hereafter to be done: theſe were at 
moſt only partial flayings of the witneſſes ; 
whereas this will be univerſal ; it will act 
be-in one place only, but every where, 
wherever there are atiy, Beſides, the out- 
ward court muſt be given to the Gentiles 
e're the witneſſes, which are in the inward 
court, can be come at and ſlain, which is 
not yet done. The Gentzles ate the papiſts; 
the outward court is the bulk of the Refor- 
med churches, which will fall into the 
hands of the papiſts again; ſince the Refor- 
mation was at a ſtand, and things have 
been upon the decline, the papiſts have 
ground, and have regained ſome part 

of the outward court, as in Germany, 2 
2 ana, 
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* ( 34 ) ) 
lend, &c. But they have not as yet got 
the whole into their hands, as they will, 
and which they muſt, ere they can make 
this univerſal laughter. of the witneſſes; an 
houſe that has an outward court, or a 
court- yard unto it, the court is a fence to 
the houſe, and there is no coming at the 
one without entring the other; and ſo all 
churches eſtabliſned by the laws of the 
countries where they are, or all thoſe civil 
and worldly eſtabliſhments, are fences and 


guards about the witneſſes; ſo long as theſe 


are out of the hands of the papiſts, they 
can't come at the witneſſes, they are ſafe; 
but when theſe are once gainad over, then 


they'll be ſlain, and not till then. More- 


over, the witneſſes have not yet finiſhed 
their teſtimony ; they are ſtill: propheſying, 
tho' in ſackcloth, or under ſome diſcourage- 
ments; whereas it will be when they have 
finiſhed their teſtimony; and at the eloſe of 
the 1260 days or years of antichriſt's reign, 
that they will be killed. And had they 
been ſlain at any of the times before- men- 
tioned, they would have riſen long before 
now; for the time between their death and 
riſing is but three days and a half, that is, 
three years and a half; they would have aſ- 
cended up to heaven before now, which 
denotes a moſt glorious ſtate of the church; 
and the ruin of antichriſt would have come 
on long before this time; for that will im- 

| mediately 
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mediately follow the riſing and aſcenſion of 
theſe witneſſes ; for at the fame hour that 
they ſhall aſcend, will be a great earthquake; 
or a revolution in the papal ſtate z and the 
tenth” part of the city, or of the Romiſh 
juriſdiction, ſhall fall; that is, one of its 
ten horns,” kings or kingdoms belonging to 
it, and perhaps the kingdom of France is 
meant; and ſeven thouſand mer of name 
will be ſlain, and the reſt be affrighted, and 
give glory to God e; nothing of which has 
as yet been done: to which may be added, 
that upon the fulfilment of the above 
things, the ſecond woe will paſs away, and 
the third woe will take place; the ſecond 
woe brought the Saracens and Turks into the 
empire, and the paſſing away of it relates 
to the deſtruction of the Turkiſh empire, or 
will iſſue in that; for when that is over, 
the Turkiſh empire will be at end; whereas 
it is ſtill in being, and in great power; and 
the third woe, or the ſounding of the ſeventh 
trumpet, will bring on the kingdom of 
Chriſt; but as yet, there is no appearance 
of the kingdoms of this world becoming 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt. From all which it may be con- 
cluded, that the flaying of the witneſſes is 
yet to come, and will make the N 

. 1 8 


» See the Expoſition as before. © Rev. xi. 13. 
and Expoſition in ib. 
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of that night we are entring into, and which 
will be accompanied with an univerſal ſpread 
of popery : popery will be once more the 
reigning prevailing religion in Chriſtendom; 
and indeed, how ſhould it otherwiſe be ? 
for when the witneſſes will be lain, there 
will be none to oppoſe the power and pro- 
greſs of it; there will be an univerſal 
triumph among the inhabitants of the earth; 

the popiſh party upon this will rejoice, and 
ſend gifts one to another, the outward court 
being in their hands, and the witneſſes 
flain ?: and that myſtical Babylon, or the 
whore of Rome, will be in flatu quo, and 


in all her glory and grandeur at the time of 


her deſtruction, is evident from her ſaying, 
T fit a queen, and am no widow, and ſhall ſee 
0 ſcrrow; every thing now being according 


to her wiſhes ; having regained all her 


former power and glory, and nothing to 
fear from the witneſſes who had before tor- 
mented her, they now being ſlain; but her 


Plagues ſhall come in one day, death, and 


mourning, and famine, and ſhe ſball be utterly 
burnt with fire , even in the ruff of all her 
glory ; which does not ſeem to comport 
with her preſent ſtate and circumſtances ; 
ſhe will have more fleſh upon her than now 
ſhe ſeems to have, when the kings ſhall} 
hate her, and make her deſolate and naked, 
and ſhall eat her fleſh, and burn her with 
fire 


» Rev. xi. 10. 1 Rev. xviii. 7, 8. 


fire * : before the utter deſtruction of anti- 
chriſt, he ſhall go forth again with great 
fury to deſiroy, and utterly to make away 
many; yea, he ſhall plant the tabernacles of 
his ꝓalace between the ſeas in the glorious holy 
mountain, or the mountain of delight, of holi- 
neſs; and what place is there in all the 
globe, to which this deſcription fo well an- 
ſwers as Great Britain? this will be done 
before, and but a little before his ruin ; for 
it follows, yet he ſhall come to his end, and 
none ſhall help bim“. 

And I am the more confirmed in all 
this, by the preſent appearances of things in 
the world; as the very great increaſe of 
popery in our own land, and in other coun- 
tries ; for tho' the Pope of Rome, as a ſecular 
prince, and with reſpect to the exerciſe of 
his power and authority, is not what he 
was, and is much declining, and has not 
that regard paid him by the kings of the 
earth as formerly, yet popery itſelf is far 
from being on the decline, or loſing ground; 
as alſo the great departure of the reformed 
churches, ſo called, from the doctrines and 
principles of the reformation ; and even of 
proteſtant diſſenters, who are gone, and are 
going more and more into doctrines and 
practices which naturally verge and lead to 
popery; to which may be added, the vari- 
ous ſets which within a few years have 

8 2 ſprung 
Rev. xvii. 16. 5 Dan. xi. 44, 45 | 
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ſprung up among us, the doctrines and 
practices of ſome of them being ſimilar to 
thoſe of the church of Rome; I will not 
ſay that in general they have it in view and 
deſign to encourage and increaſe the Romiſh 
religion, yet I am very jealous that this 1s 
the view 'of ſome ; but be this as it will, I 
am very much. of opinion, that theſe things 
will at laſt iſſue in popery, and that ſome 
of thoſe perſons will be ſuffered as inſtru- 
ments to ſpread it, both here, and in all 
our colonies and plantations abroad. 

Now in all that I have faid upon thge 
whole, I do not pretend to any extraordi- 
nary impulſe from God, or to any prophetic 
ſpirit, but I ground all upon the word of 
God; and if what I have ſaid does not ap- 
pear from thence, and upon the face of 
things in providence, I have no pretenſions 
to any thing elſe to ſupport my opinion with, 
and as ſuch only I deliver it. But then after 
this dark night, 

There will be another morning, the ſpiri- 
tual reign of Chriſt, which the Philadelphian 
church-ſtate will introduce; and a bright 
glorions morning it will be, when it ſhall 
be ſaid to the church, ariſe, ſhine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
riſen upon thee ; and then the light of the 
moon ſhall be as the light of the ſun, and the 
light of the ſun ſhall be ſeven-fold, as the 
. 3 ee 
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light of ſeven days*: then will the witneſſes 
riſe and aſcend to heaven; then will the 
vials of God's wrath be poured out upon the 
antichriſtian ſtates, x, the kings of the 
earth will hate the whore and n her 
with fire; and then the goſpel will be 
ſpread every where; there will be an open 
door for it, and none will be able to ſhut 
it ; many ſhall run to and fro, and know- 
ledge ſhall be increaſed ; the earth will be 
filled with it, as the waters cover the ſea; 
the watchmen will ſee eye to eye, all truth 
very clearly, diſtinctly, and in agreement 
with one another; multitudes will be con- 
verted every where; and churches ſet up 
according to ooſpel order in every place; 
the doctrines. of the goſpel will be purely 
preached ; its ordinances adminiſtred as 
they were firſt received from Chriſt, and 

oſpel diſcipline ſtrictly attended to; the 
Nane of the Gentiles will now be brought 
in, and the nation of the Jews born at 
once. It will be a time of great joy and 
gladneſs to the ſaints: now will thoſe 
voices be heard in heaven the church, 
the kingdems of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt ; the 
four and twenty elders, the repreſentatives 
of goſpel churches will fall upon their faces, 
and give thanks to Chriſt, becauſe he has 
taken to himſelf his great power and reigus; 
thoſe 


t If. lx. 1, and xxx. 26. 
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thoſe that have got the victory over the 
beaſt and his image, will ſtand upon the ſea 
, glaſs, with harps in their hands, and 
{ing the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb; the 
voice of much people will be heard, ſaying, 
Allelujah, ſalvation, and gliry, and honour, 
and power, to the Lord our God ; both be- 
cauſe of his judgment on the great whore, 
and the revenging of the blood of his ſer- 
vants at her hand, and becauſe the marriage 
of the Lamb will be come“: it will be a 
time of great proſperity, both tempora] and 
ſpiritual : in thoſe days of Chriſt's ſpiritual 
reign, the righteous will flouriſh, both in 
things outward and inward, and abundance 
of peace, both from without and from within 
ſhall be had as long as the moon endures : 
Chriſt ſhall have dominion from ſea to ſea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth; kings ſhall bring preſents to him, 
ſhall fall down before him, and all nations 

ball ſerve him; for kings will now come 
with their ſubjects, to the brightneſs of the 
church, and embrace the doctrines, and 
ſubmit to the ordinances of it, and will be 
nurſing fathers unto it * ; and yet as ſure as 
this morning comes, 

A night will follow, not of perſecy- 
tion of the churches of Chriſt; for after 
the laying of the witneſſes, there will be 

; ng 


» Rev. xi. 1c, 16, 17. and xv. 1, 2. and xix. 1—8. 
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no more perſecution ; but a night of cold- 
neſs, deadneſs, {leepineſs, and carnal ſecu- 
rity, brought in by the Laodicean ſtate ; 
of which church Chriſt complains, that it 
was neither Hot nor cold, but lukewarm, and 
therefore threatens to /pue her out of his 
mouth *; that is, unchurch her; and indeed 
after that, he will have no other church on 
earth in an imperfect ſtate, for that will 
iſſue in his perſonal coming; and with this, 
entirely agrees the account our Lord gives 
of men at that time, that there will be very 
little grace in exerciſe; when he comes he'll 
find ſcarce any faith on the earth, in exerciſe 
on himſelf, and with reſpect to his coming ; 
theſe days will be like the days of Noah and 
of Lot, when men were eating and drink- 
ing, and marrying, and giving in marriage, 
and had no thought of what was coming 
upon them: this will be the laſt night to 
the church ; and then | 

Another morning will come, when Chriſt 
the bright and morning-ſtar ſhall appear, 
and bring on that day, which will laſt a 
thouſand years, and which thouſand years 
will be as one day. Upon Chriſt's perſonal 
coming, the dead in him will riſe firſt; 
they'll have the dominion in the morning of 
this day, the morning of the reſurrection 
which will now take place ; for the reſt of 
the dead will not live 'till the evening of 
| this 
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this day, or rather till the thouſand years 
are ended. And in this ſtate, there will be 
no need of the ſun, or of the moon to ſhine in 
it; for the glory of God will lighten it, and 
the Lamb will be the light thereof; the ſun 


ſhall be no more the light of men by day, nei- 


ther for brightneſs ſhall the moon give ligbt, but 
the Lord ſhall be an everlaſting light, and the 
days of mourning ſhall be ended * ; there will 
be no night in this ſtate, no ſetting of the 
ſun, or withdrawing of the moon; and 
after this, there will be no more night to 
the ſaints; but there will be an everlaſting 
one to the wicked, who will riſe at the end 
of the thouſand years, and be judged, and 
be caſt into the lake of fire, into outer 
darkneſs, even blackneſs of darkneſs, where 
will be weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of 
teeth. Thus there will be a conſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion of morning and night, unto the end 
of time, which will iſſue in an everlaſting 
day to ſome, and in an een N to 
others !. * I now proceed, 


IV. To the exhortation upon all this, if 
ye will enquire, enquire ye, return, come. 
If you will enguire about the time of 
night, and when the morning will come, 
ene 


* Rev. xxi. 23. II. lx. 19, 20. | 

So the Targum paraphraſes theſe words, © the prophet 
* ſaid, there is a reward for the righteous, and there is venge- 
« ance for the wicked ; taking chem to relate to the world 
$0 come. 
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ire in good carpeſt, enquire ſeriouſly , 
cripture z., look OY Rd B92 
of it; the ſeveral prophecies o 


erſopal coming of Chriſt, 
y che book of the Revelation ; 


ſhould befal the church and the world; from 


the. firſt times of chrifianity to the, end, of 
all things; many of which, have been ful- 


filled, and others remain to be fulfilled ; 


carefully read over theſe accounts, and get 
e e en e wh 
have made it their ſtudy to underſtand, and 
explain the things written therein; whereby 
you will in ſome meaſure know What 18 
come to paſs, and what is yet behind. And 
to reading add prayer and ſupplication as 
Daniel did; who after he Ty underſtood 
by books, If reading the prophecies of 
Feremzah, when. would, be the end of the 
Babylanifh captivity, the night he. and his 
people Were then in] ſet his face to-ſeck the 
Lord by prayer and ſupplication, and had 
the time of the Meſſiah's coming made 
quiring either after the ſpiritual reign of 
Chriſt, or his ſecond coming to judgment, 
enquire with modeſty and humility; not in- 
dulging a vain curioſity, or looking into 
things that you "_— not, and which are 


Pan. ix. 2, 3, 24. 


=» » OPS „„ 


(42) 
this day, or rather till the thouſand years 
are 1 And in this ſtate, there will be 
no need of the ſun, or of the moon to ſhine in 
it ; for the glory of God will lighten it, and 
the Lamb will be the bi ght thereof; the fun 

all be no more the light of men by day, nei- 
ther for brightneſs ſhall the moon give hight, but 
the Lord ſhall be an everlaſting light, and the 
days of mourning ſhall be ended * ; there will 
be no night in this ſtate, no ſetting of the 
ſun, or withdrawing of the moon; and 
after this, there will be no more night to 
the ſaints ; but there will be an everlaſting 
one to the wicked, who will riſe at the end 
of the thouſand years, and be judged, and 
be caſt into the lake of fire, into outer 
darkneſs, even blackneſs of darkneſs, where 
will be weeping, ' wailing, and gnathing of 
teeth. Thus there will be a conitant ſuc- 
ceſhon of morning and night, -unto the end 
of time, which will iſſue in an everlaſting 
day to fome, and in an everlaſting ow to 
others. I now proceed, 


IV. To the exhortation upon \ al this, 7 

ye will enquire, enquire ye, return, come, 
If you will enguire about the time of 
night, and when the morning will come, 
enquire 


bs Rev. xxi. 23. II. lx. 19, 20. 

So the Targum paraphral es theſe words, „ the Hopher 
«* ſaid, there is a reward for the righteous, and there is venge- 
« ance for the wicked 3 taking them to relate to the world 
to come. 


enquire. in good earneſt, enquire ſerio 

arch the icriprure ; Took. into a fs ho 5 
phetic part of it; the ſeveral 1 4 0 
ſpiritual: and perſonal coming of Chriſt, 
and particularly the book. of the Revelation ; 
which, is a. prophetic hiſtory of events, that 
ſhould befal the church and the world, from 
the firſt tunes of chriſtianity to the end of 
all things; many of which. have been ful- 
filled, and others remain to be fulfilled ; 
carefully read over theſe accounts, and get 
the bell help you can from thoſe who 
have made it their ſtudy to underſtand, and 
explain the things written, therein ; whereby 
you will in ſome. meaſure. know. what. is 
come to paſs, and what is yet behind. And 
to reading add prayer and ſupplication as 
Daniel did; who after he had underſtood 
by books, by reading the prophecies of 
Feremzah, when would be the end: of the 
r the niche he he bis 
people were then in ; ſet his face to ſeck the 
Lord by prayer and: ſupplication, and had 
0 the time of the Meſſiah's coming made 
| known to. hin z and while, you are, en- 
quiring. either after the ſpiritual reign of 
Chriſt, or his ſecond coming to judgment, 
enquire with modeſty and humility ; not in- 
dulging a vain curioſity, or looking into 
things that you ought not, and which are 
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not written, of fixing t. es aft ſcaſort which 
God his; ut in his Own power. Return to 
che Lord by . faith and repentatice,) from 
whom ou have backlidden in doctrine and 

e "Who invites) you | ſo to do with pro- 
unte U x tacious rec tion, and with the 
healing of all your backflidings : : 48 you are 


of the Sardian church, hear what" is faid 


unto you ; be' watchful,” and fir engthen the 
things 10hi th remiaih that are ready to die 
remember how thou Hat received and heard, 
and bold faſt and teþent* ; remember from 
whom and from what you have gone back, 
and do your firſt works of faith and 156, 
and hold faſt the old docttines of the Refor- 
mation,, then heard and received, and abide 


by them. Come to the Lord as humble pe- 


nitents; let backſliders come for the freſh 
application of pardoning grace and mercy; 

let ſenſible fingers come to the perſon, blood, 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt for Juſtification 
and ſalvation; let them come to his word, 
and to his ordinances ; the Spirit and the 
bride ſay 'come, and whoſoever will, let him 
take of the water of life freely * ; and ſuch 
who come to Chriſt aright, will Beck another 
day theſe words ſpoken to them; come ye 


bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 


pared Gt you from the N of the 
world e. y 


Wh 


e Rev. i ü. 2, 3. : k 17. Matt. xxv. 34. 
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